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Inver Grove Heights School Board Approves November Referendum 
 

Residents of the Inver Grove Heights School District will be asked to vote on two referendum questions 

on Election Day, November 7. Voters will also vote for three school board members.  

 

The two referendum questions are intended to allow the district to increase students’ career and college 

readiness, help the district remain competitive, and stabilize the district’s finances.  

 

“We believe a reasonable increase in revenue will have a significant and positive impact on student 

learning,” said Matt Schaefer, school board chair.  

 

Increase career and college readiness 

 “In addition to college prep, we want to offer vocational and technical opportunities that prepare 

students for success in the workplace,” said Schaefer, “while also addressing student behavior and 

mental health needs that prepare students for success in the classroom.” The district does not currently 

have enough revenue to fully implement its strategic plan. 

 

Remain competitive 

Inver Grove’s operating levy is a little more than half that of other Dakota County school districts. 

Increasing the levy allows the district to avoid further budget cuts, keep class sizes small, and invest in 

high priority teaching and learning initiatives. Remaining competitive also means remaining efficient. Of 

the nine neighboring school districts, the per student amount for Inver Grove Heights is currently in 

eighth place, and would remain there even if the operating levy request is approved.  

 

Stabilize finances 

“The Inver Grove Heights School District has been deficit spending the last three years,” said 

Superintendent Dave Bernhardson. “And budget cuts will be the reality every year unless additional 

revenue is approved.” The budget shortfall is a result of state funding not keeping pace with inflation 

over the last 15 years, in addition to other factors.  

 



“It’s true that the Minnesota Legislature approved a two percent increase for public education in 2017,” 

Berhardson said. “However, this funding does not make up for years of shortfalls.” Without additional 

revenue, students would be impacted by increased class sizes and discontinued programming, 

Bernhardson added.  

 

Impact to students 

The two questions would increase the operating levy paid by local property taxes and create a new 

capital projects levy. Funds provided by the operating levy would allow the district to avoid further 

budget cuts, keep class sizes small, and invest in high priority teaching and learning initiatives, such as 

support for mental health and behavior needs; support for struggling students; vocational, technical, 

and career programs; and additional college prep courses and programs at the middle school and high 

school.  

 

The capital projects levy would provide funds for the purchase of textbooks, curriculum materials, large 

musical instruments, classroom furnishings, equipment, vocational/technical tools, computers, and 

software for student achievement, and would keep them maintained and up to date up-to-date. 

 

Cost to taxpayers 

The current operating levies total a little more than half that of other Dakota County school districts. The 

district has deliberately kept levies low by operating as efficiently as possible. The proposed levy 

increase would amount to an additional $78 annually ($6.50 monthly) on a $235,000 residence, which is 

the average district home value. The capital projects levy would add $50 annually ($4.17 monthly) on 

the same residence for a total monthly impact of $10.67.  

 

More information about the referendum will be posted soon on the district's website, www.isd199.org, 

and the district will mount an intensive information campaign so voters can learn more and make an 

informed decision.  

 

For more information, please contact Superintendent Dave Bernhardson at 651-306-7808 or 

bernhardsond@isd199.org. 
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